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D E F E A T I N G
THE WEED MENACE

Introducing the new National 
Blackberry Coordinator Penny Richards
Penny started in the role of National Blackberry Co-ordinator in mid April 2006. 

She is hosted by Department of Primary Industries in Victoria and is 
based at DPI’s Research Institute at Frankston. Her role is to coordinate 
implementation of the National Blackberry Strategy (2001) and to oversee 
cooperative approach to blackberry management across Australia. She 
provides support to the National Blackberry Taskforce (NBT) as Executive 
Officer.

Penny’s early interest in ecology led her to complete a degree in 
Environmental Science from Deakin University and later a Graduate Diploma 
in Natural Resource Management from the Univ. of Canberra. She has worked 
for the past 20 years in natural resource management including conservation 
planning, land protection, wildlife planning and management, Landcare 
support and biodiversity planning. 

Search For New Biological Controls In Europe. 
The first phase of an overseas exploration 
to search for new biological control agents 
for Blackberry has just been completed. In a 
recent study, Septocyta ruborum (purple blotch 
disease), a fungus affecting Blackberry canes, 
was determined as the fungus with the highest 
potential for control of blackberries in Australia 
due to its high specificity and potential to 
complement the Blackberry rust -Phragmidium 
violaceum. DPI  in Victoria  has launched a 
research program to study this pathogen. Earlier 
this year, a survey was conducted in Europe to 
assess the occurrence of S. ruborum on wild and 
cultivated blackberries in various environments 
in five countries-Austria, England, France, Italy 
and Hungary. Septocyta ruborum was found to 
be widespread in all habitat types and affecting 
most of the blackberry species sampled. Over 
100 samples were collected and isolated during 
the survey, and are now stored in the CSIRO 
laboratory in Montpellier, France. Further research 
will be conducted in Montpellier on these isolates 
to investigate its effect on targeted blackberry 
species and on native and cultivar Rubus species.

For further information 
on this project please 
contact Dr. Robin Adair , 
DPI Frankston on 

(03) 9785 0123.
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National Blackberry Taskforce 
Meets in Launceston 
The National Blackberry Taskforce (NBT) formed in February 2003 and 
its role is to drive the implementation of the National Blackberry Strategy 
(2001). The current NBT is comprised of representatives from five states 
and ACT plus Aust. Rubus Growers Assoc. (ARGA) and the National 
Weeds Facilitator. Technical expertise from researchers, agribusiness, and 
universities are called on as needed. 

The last meeting of the NBT was held in Launceston Tasmania in July 2006.  

Representatives from the National Blackberry Taskforce (NBT) were joined 
by the Federal Minister for Forestry, Fisheries and Conservation, Senator 
Eric Abetz, and the local member for Bass Michael Ferguson who were 
pleased to hear of developments in the National Blackberry Program. 

The meeting discussed the 2005-06 successful projects for the Defeating 
the Weeds Menace program where the Australian Government invests 
$40 million over four years to target Australia’s most threatening and 
invasive weeds through research, biological control, community awareness 
and action.  The meeting also worked through the implementation of the 
Blackberry management strategies, with an aim to engage communities in 
weed management on a national, state or cross-regional scale. Members 
also enjoyed a field trip to Cataract Gorge, managed by the Launceston 
City Council ,where they were very impressed with the control of Boneseed, 
Bridal creeper and of course Blackberry in very difficult terrain. 

Current NBT members are:

Alex Arbuthnot

Community Chairman 

Philip Blackmore

NSW State Government 

Dennis Gannaway

SA State Government

Graham Hardwick

QLD State Government

John Moore

WA State Government

Geoff Price

ACT Government

Christian Goninon

Tasmania State Government

Phil Rowe

Australian Rubus Growers 
Association (ARGA)

John Thorp

National Weeds 
Management Facilitator

National Blackberry 
Taskforce with the 
Federal Minister for 
Forestry, Fisheries 
and Conservation, Eric 
Abetz at their meeting in 
Launceston Tasmania, 
July 2006

National Blackberry Program

Successful Defeating the Weed Menace 
2005-06 Projects announced
Twenty – three Blackberry projects were submitted for funding under the 
federally funded 2005-06 Defeating the Weed Menace ( Round 2 ) program. 
Of these, two were successful in receiving funds. They are outlined below.
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To participate in the 
Expression of Interest 
process in NSW, ACT, 
South Australia and 
Queensland contact: Ms 
Ruth Aveyard, CSIRO 
Entomology, Canberra. 

Phone: (02) 6246 4348 

email: 

ruth.aveyard@csiro.au

OR

Mr John Lester, CSIRO 
Entomology, Canberra. 
Phone:(02) 6246 4361 or 
0417 407 912 email: 

john.lester@csiro.au 

To participate in the 
Expression of Interest 
process in Western 
Australia contact:

Mr Paul Yeoh, CSIRO 
Entomology, Floreat. 
Phone: (08) 9333 6645 or 
0409 118 087 

email: 

paul.yeoh@csiro.au

Landowners or 
managers from Victoria 
interested in this 
biocontrol program 
contact:

Dr Robin Adair, 
Department of Primary 
Industries, Frankston. 
Phone: (03) 9785 0123 
e-mail: 
robin.adair@dpi.vic.gov.au

National Blackberry Program

  

National blackberry biological control 
program in partnership with the community
The CSIRO (ACT) has been successful in receiving a grant of $841,203 
under the Defeating the Weed Menace Program for the coordinated 
community release of eight additional strains of the leaf-rust fungus 
Phragmidium violaceum to enhance biological control of weedy European 
blackberry in Australia.

The project is a partnership between CSIRO (the lead agency) and the 
Victorian Department of Primary Industries and the University of Tasmania, 
with financial support from the Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

Additional strains of the leaf-rust fungus Phragmidium violaceum were 
approved for release in Australia in early 2004. To date they have only been 
released at a few sites in NSW, WA and Victoria with financial assistance 
from various sources (Commonwealth, State and local governments). The 
additional strains are now available for a large-scale coordinated national 
release and monitoring program. The national release program will run 
from Spring 2006 to Autumn 2009 and provide release kits and simple 
guidelines to enable land owners and managers in NSW, ACT, South 
Australia, Queensland and Western Australia to make their own release at 
sites deemed suitable. A parallel state-based release program is already 
underway in Victoria by the Department of Primary Industries. 

There is no single solution to deal with the blackberry problem in Australia. 
Consequently any improvement of biological control through the release 
of additional rust strains will be most welcome, particularly at sites where 
implementation of other control methods is inappropriate or impractical. 
However, biological control is not a silver bullet, but rather a complement to 
existing control techniques.

The national program will undertake an Expression of Interest process 
involving the community during September 2006 to identify suitable sites 
for releases. Not all blackberry sites nominated by the community are 
guaranteed a release of the additional rust strains. Releases at sites deemed 
suitable following analysis of returned EOI forms will have to be staggered 
over the program duration due to limitation in the quantity of release kits that 
can be provided to community members.

For general information about the project contact: Dr Louise Morin, CSIRO 
Entomology, Canberra. Phone: (02) 6246 4355, email: louise.morin@csiro.au.

GRILCO SECURES FEDERAL FUNDS 
The Genoa River Interstate Liaison Committee (GRILCO) has been 
successful in securing a $215,000 grant from the Federal Government’s 
Defeating the Weed Menace Program. GRILCO is an interstate committee 
involving partnerships with industry, Victorian and NSW Government 
agencies and private landholders, working on a whole of catchment 
approach to weed management. 

The East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority is the proponent of 
the grant. Graeme Dear, Chief Executive Officer, said “GRILCO is a great 
example of a cooperative group and we are pleased to be a part of it”.

For more information 
on the 

Defeating the 
Weed Menace 

go to: 

www.daff.gov.au/
defeatingweeds     
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National Blackberry Program

For further information on 
the chemical trials contact 

Mr. Andy Wernert, 
Executive Officer 
Victorian Blackberry 
Taskforce, Department 
of Primary Industries, 
Tallangatta, 

phone: (02) 60715307 or 
e-mail 

Andy.Wernert@dpi.vic.gov.au. 

For more information on 
the program in general 
contact 

Mr Damian Wall, 

Red-Gum Consulting, 
phone: (02) 6023 3667 or 
email 

damian.wall@red-gum.com.au 

GRILCO members 
planning Blackberry 
control works at 
Nungatta,     

Communities Taking Action 
In Victoria, some communities are using group action to address the spread 
of blackberries, reduce infestations and successfully rehabilitate land in their 
areas.

The North East Blackberry Action Group (NEBAG) was formed last year 
to bring landholders and Government together to tackle blackberries in the 
Upper Murray catchment.

The group is developing a landholder information kit and a voluntary 
compliance program.  They are also mapping areas of Blackberry and 
identifying areas under threat. 

The Group has joined with other stakeholders such as Hancock Victorian 
Plantations and the Upper Murray Landcare Network, to run chemical trials 
to help get a better grip on how to deal with Blackberry in their area. At these 
sites the group is trialing different chemicals, timing and rate of application 
and spraying techniques.  Each plot will be evaluated for cane brittleness, 
regrowth, biomass and cost. 

The project will run over a 3-year period and aims to control weeds, including 
blackberries within the Genoa River, Wallagaraugh River and Mallacoota 
Lakes catchments, including sites of national significance. Heavily infested 
sites in the upper catchments will be targeted to protect high conservation 
values downstream of the South East Forests National Park (NSW) and 
Coopracambra National Park (VIC). 

Innovative and conventional control techniques will be trialed and 
management guidelines transferable to other control situations will be 
developed. Sites will be rehabilitated with competitive native species. 
Farmers and community members will be invited to participate in field days 
throughout the duration of the project. Information will be disseminated 
through Landcare groups and general media.

Area Manager for Parks and Wildlife in Bombala NSW, Franz Peters, said, 
“Partnerships with the Interstate Pest Animal Working Group have already 
been established to address long term blackberry control via management of 
vectors such as pigs and foxes. 

“The project has high public value as it encompasses several land tenures 
including extensive public lands. Long term outcomes will include increased 
community awareness and education and enhanced catchment health 
values” he said. Further information on the project is available from Rachel 
Butterworth at Parks and Wildlife Bombala phone  (02) 6458 4080.
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Victorian North- East Blackberry Action Group project in the Upper 
Murray catchment includes herbicide  application demonstration sites.

DSE Forest Management Officer Arthur 
Scholz records another herbicide trial site.

The same site post herbicide 
treatment some 7 months later.

Photos: Andy Wernert, 
Victorian Blackberry 
Taskforce, Department 
of Primary Industries, 
Tallangatta.

The same site after herbicide 
treatment, 7 months later.

Landholder Sandy Hill marks out a 
trial plot prior to herbicide treatment 

Funding Opportunities  
There are a whole range of grants available for improving the environment (which 
includes getting rid of weeds and reinstating desirable vegetation) .

Some examples are : 

Defeating the Weed Menace
The Australian Government has committed $40 million over four years, from 2004-08, 
for national action on the nations most threatening weeds through the Defeating the 
Weed Menace Programme. The Programme will fund strategic on-ground control and 
eradication at the regional level, research into cost-effective management techniques 
and biological controls, and awareness raising campaigns. Further calls for projects 
under the Programme are expected soon! The  R & D 2nd call  is imminent  and 
Round 3 due later in 2006. 

Undertaking frequent checks on the following websites will ensure you don’t miss out on 
the call see www.daff.gov.au/defeatingweeds, or Email: defeatingweeds@daff.gov.au

Envirofund 

is an Australian Government funded program under the Natural Heritage Trust which 
provides on-ground funding for projects up to $50,000 for up to 18 months.  The 
Envirofund provides the opportunity for community groups or individuals to undertake 
on-ground projects tackling important local environmental problems and natural 
resource management opportunities.  The next round is expected to open early in 
2007. See www.nht.gov.au/envirofund for application & guidelines.

National Blackberry Program
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Weeds of National 
Significance (WoNS) 

National Blackberry 
Coordinator  

Penny Richards 

Department of Primary 
Industries Victoria 

P. O. Box 48 

Frankston 3199  Vic 

Ph: 	 (03) 9785 0135

Mobile: 0448 304 347 

Fax: 	 (03) 9785 2007

E-mail: 
Penny.Richards@dpi.vic.gov.au

If you are planning a 
Blackberry related event 
and would like to

advertise it in this 
newsletter, please forward 
details of the event to 
the National Blackberry 
Coordinator 
Penny.Richards@dpi.vic.gov.au

Upcoming 
Events

The following websites provide links to a range of funding opportunities:

• GrantsLink website - www.grantslink.gov.au/

• Guide to Community Grants - 

www.aph.gov.au/library/intguide/sp/spgrants.htm about it

A detailed spreadsheet on potential funding options (both large and small) 
available nationally and within each state and territory can also be obtained from 
the National Blackberry Coordinator on e-mail Penny.Richards@dpi.vic.gov.au.

For the best chance of success, start planning your project early and ensure 
that you clearly demonstrate how the project meets the criteria outlined by 
the funding program.

If you are planning, or already conducting, a project that involves Blackberry  
the National Blackberry  Coordinator is keen to hear about it and provide you 
with assistance or information where needed.

October 2006
7th – 14th October Weedbuster Week
Throughout Australia, hundreds of events are held during Weedbuster Week 
each year by individuals, schools, community groups and local and state 
governments. Events range from award ceremonies, weed clean-ups, field 
and machinery demonstrations, and weed seminars. For more information, 
or to register an event go to www.weedbusters.info/about.htm

November 2006
28th  November NBT meeting by Teleconference 

2007 
January 
31st Jan to 2nd Feb Blackberry Technical Tour to WA 
March  
March 5th & 6th NBT meeting in Albury NSW  

Further information on Blackberry is available at: 
www.weeds.org.au see Blackberry 

www.dpi.vic.gov.au search Blackberry

Blackberry in WA 
www.ento.csiro.au/weeds/blackberry/WABBManPlan2006_draft.pdf 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is 
for interest only. The National 
Blackberry Taskforce, and 
National Blackberry Co-
ordinator disclaim all liability 
for any loss or damage as a 
result of depending on the 
information herein. Please 
check with your appropriate 
local officers before using any 
information.

We’re on the Web!

You can access this newsletter (as well as the WoNS

National Blackberry Strategic Plan, and information for 
all the other WoNS) on the Weeds Australia website:

www.weeds.org.au

National Blackberry Program


